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The Root of All ...

| recently read animemet thread arguing sbout whetherin the various Star Trek series humanity had done sway
with money. That with all the t2chnology available money was nolongera part of human society anywhere in the
univers. Well, that may be trug in the 24* Cantury, but it certainly isn't true in the 212 Money is a necessary
component ta living and working in the world in which we live. 50 why doss lesus seem to be against money =
much? Why is it called the roat of all &l?

Well, actuzlly, you knowit isn't money that isthe root of all @il it isthe love of money. That'sthe quote [see |
Timothy §:10). And it wasn't Jesus, it was Paul writing to his protége Timothy. Granted Jesus did say the thing
sbout rich people and the eye of the needle. And he told ane guy that his wealth was gething in the way of his
obedience to God and he'd better g0 g2t rid of it. OK, so Paul was only following what Jesus said. Butwhat he said
was that there isdanger hare, with this monay thing

The danger isthat we think it defines us. More money makes us better p2ople, more impartant, more blessd by
God even. And less money means that we've done something wrong, aren't worthy, are bad people. Meither of
which is even remotely true. We asotend to think that ifwe hawve enousgh maney to take care of ourselves, then
we don't rezlly need 2 Savior. We are our own Savior. That'swhy the poortend to respond to Jesus better. They
know they need Him. As we all do, even when we forgst.

With 2 proper perspective, howewver, maney can be 2 usful tool for kingdom building That'swhat this bookletis
zll shout. How the money you have given to yourchurch has been usd to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. it's all about how the work of your church changes lives, enhances faith, reflects Christ
in more waysthan you reslized. When you give ministry happens. YWhen you gve space iscrested and maintzined
for lives to be impacted. When you gve people are deployed to teach and hea and guide and comfort and lowe,
and maost of dl to point to Christevery chance we get. When you give transformation takes place.

What is alitde harder to depict in these pagesiswhat happensto you when you give. It's hard to show the efiect of
senerosity on your soul, on yvour faith, on your sense of welkbeing. Givingis adouble blessing, in that you bless
someone el= by gvingwith love and you are blessed by the gving. Ewery list of sttribute of 2 life of the Spirit
includes generosity. People often ask how can | have 2 blessed life? The answeris simple, gve it away. Your life,
your time, your resources, your love. Give it awsay. You'll know blessing

But yvou probably already knew that. Because you have gven to your church. And we thank you for that, We are
blessed by you.

Shalom,

WA
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Worship
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We offer a variety of worship opportunities in order to make worship available toas many pec-
ple as possibly. Our worship options include a traditional Sunday service (8:30am), two contemporary
Sunday services (10:30am & 11:15am, a Thursday night worship service (6:30pm), birweekly worship at
Madison Health Care Center, and youth and children’s worship opportunities. We also partner with the
Indiana Myanmar Christian Assembly and provide them a place toworship.
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January-June 2018
At A Glance

Our congregation is adive & vi-
brant, and our building is a busy
place that is able to facilitate many Kairos uses our facility to
things. Take a look at justa few train men & women to go
things that have happened over the IR A N B R i Health screenings were
past & months in the life of the those incarcerated. offered in the Gathering
church & with your support. Place for those who have
trouble accessing health
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THIS CHANGES
EVERYTHING.

13 people leamed how 1o Boy Scouts held their annual
Pinewood Derby in the Gath-

faithfully manager their fi-
'y manag ering Place.

Nances.

UMW Indiana held their Leg-
islation Day at SUMC,

Over 600 people have taken FoEidels OITT fe e et Rebekah Circle & Leah Circle

Financial Peace B meet at SUMC regularly.
e U Aleoholies Anonymous e

since 2007 . \
, ' - . We hosted the
-| "' T Ir Y - '-!Ll district Lay Serv-

ant Schoaol.

Alcoholics Anonymous cele- People from all over the district came to

brated 74 years of facilitating SUMC to learn how to be better servants,
classes at SUMC. witnesses, & leaders in their local churches.

January February March



Community Festival

We partnered with Homecroft Collaborating for
Elementary to spread joy in our Kids

community and have a good Used our building
time. for an agency

meeting.
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We fed, housed, & provided

transportation for four fami-
lies for two weeks.

88 people served through

IHN during these two weeks.
Central 9 Language Classes

Our building is regularly used
to teach English to adults
who Englishis not there first

language.
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Vacation Bible School

50 kids learned about Jesus

40 served during VBS

Youth Empowerment held an
event at SUMC to help equip
youth coming to the United
States from Sierra Leon .




We used the Apostle’s reed tore-
fleat on the foundations of our faith.
To remember together what we
m,m““ & who we fol-
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From palmsto body & blood to pas-
sion to His resurrection we celebrat-
ed Jesus! Go announce to the world
k that Jesus Christ is alive! )

We used the book, More Ready Than
You Realize, by Brian D. McLaren, to
help us define what it meanstobe a

We used John Wesley’steachingto
delve into our theology. We studied
the “order of our salvation” &
attemptedto wrap our heads around

God's grace. §
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We wrestled with the hard stuff in
the bible. The stuffthat we said
we needed to work on based on

surveys we tock. We gat to know
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" Walking in the*Way

We discovered we walk a little
silly. We are called towalk ina
us a little differently. Keep work-
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We looked at the verbs in Micah
6:8 tofigure out what the bible
wants us to do. mjm‘ love




Seamless
Financial Peace University
What We Believe
Making Disciples for the Transformation
Family Ministry &

Confirm

Theeaa

Youth Group

8 Journey Groups

Short term groups desgned to meet for 3
specified period of time to foster deeper
learning on specific subjects.

14 Transformational Groups

Ongoing groups in which members support
each other in their Christian walk & build on
their faith & understanding of the bible.







